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THE SPECIAL MARRIAGE ACT 

1. Who are persons governed by this Act?’ 

Ans. Any person in India and all Indian nationals in foreign countries.  

2. What should be the minimum age of bride and bride-groom at the 
time of marriage? 

Ans. Bride-18 years, Bride-groom-21 years 

3. What are the other conditions for a valid marriage under this Act? 

Ans.  

1. Any two persons belonging to different religions may marry under 
this Act without changing their religions. 

2. Neither party should have a spouse living at the time of marriage. 
Widow, widower and a divorcee may perform marriage under this 
Act. 

3. Neither party should be incapable of giving a valid consent in 
consequence of unsoundness of mind. 

4. Neither party should be suffering from mental disorder of such a 
kind or to such an extent as to be unfit for marriage and procreation 
of children. 

5. Neither party should be suffering from incurable insanity. 

6. Parties should not be within degrees of prohibited relationship. 

7. Age: 

Bridegroom: 21 years. 

Bride: 18 years. 

4. Which Authority is competent to solemnize marriage and the 
procedure for solemnization and registration of marriage under this 
Act? 

Ans. 

1. No religious ceremonies are required. 

2. The marriage is performed by Marriage Officer appointed by the 
Government. 

3. Parties to the marriages shall give notice to Marriage Officer in the 
prescribed performa. 

4. Marriage Officer enters this information in the Register maintained 
by him and a public notice of this information is given by the 
Marriage Officer. 
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IVsEh IVVAH aI~INYM 

PrzN  YH aI~INYM IKN OYIDTYOm PR LAGu HOTA He ? 

mrj  bART MEm RHNE VALA KO` ̂bi OYIDT aoR IVDEsOm MEm RHNE VALE Sbi bARTiY| 

PrzN  IVVAH KE SMY VR aoR V~u Ki KM SE KM @Mr DYA HONi CAIHl ? 

mrj  V~u – 18 Vĥ aoR VR – 21 Vĥ 

PrzN  bl vf/kfu;e ds rgr lK MA$Y fookg ds fy, DYA 'krsZa Hem ? 

mrj  d½ bl vf/kfu;e ds rgr fdlh Hkh /keZ dks ekuus okys dksbZ Hkh nks 
O;fDr fcuk viuk /keZ cnys fookg dj ldrs gSaA  

[k½ fookg ds le; dksbZ Hkh i{k fookfgr ugha gksuk pkfg,A bl 
vf/kfu;e ds rgr fo/kok] fonqj vkSj rykd’kqnk Hkh 'kknh dj 
ldrk@ldrh gSA  

G) KO`^ bi PX IVVAH KE ILl aYOXY aoR SHMIT DENE MEm MANISK ToR 

PR aSMt^ NHim HONA CAIHl| 

g) KO`^ bi PX IKSi lESE MNOIVKAR SE PiIF+T NHim HONA CAIHl IK VH 

IVVAH V BPCE PeDA KRNE KE ILl aYOXY HO| 

³) IKSi bi PX KO PAGLPN KE DoRE N PF+TE HOm| 

p½ nksuksa i{k vkil esa fdlh fuf"k) fj’rs esa ugha gksus pkfg,A 

N½ yM+ds dh mez 21 o"kZ vkSj yM+dh dh mez 18 o"kZ ls de ugha 
gksuh pkfg,A 

PrzN  bl vf/kfu;e ds rgr IVVAH KRVANE aoR IVVAH KO PmJiÑT KRVANE KE 

ILl KoN SA PrA~iKRn SXM He aoR IVVAH Ki DYA PrIØYA He ? 

d½ dksbZ /kkfeZd jLe t:jh ugha gSaA  

[k½ ljdkj }kjk fu;qDr oSokfgd vf/kdkjh }kjk 'kknh lEiUu djokbZ tkrh 
gSA  

x½ fookg djus ds fy, nksuksa i{kksa }kjk oSokfgd vf/kdkjh dks ,d fu/kkZfjr 
QkeZ esa lwpuk nsuh gksrh gSA 

?k½ oSokfgd vf/kdkjh bl lwpuk dks ,d jftLVj esa ntZ djrk gSA 
oSokfgd vf/kdkjh bl tkudkjh Ki lkoZtfud lwpuk DETA gSA  
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5. The Marriage is to be performed after 30 days of this public notice 
and before expiry of two months from issue of notice. 

6. Before marriage the applicants and three witnesses shall sign a 
declaration in the form specified. 

7. Marriage shall not be complete and binding unless each party says 
to the other in presence of Marriage Officer and three witnesses “I 
(A) take thee (B) to be my lawful wife/husband (in any language 
understood by the parties)”   

8. The marriage is thus completed and recorded in a book kept for 
that purpose. The entry is signed by the applicants and the 
witnesses.   

5. Grounds of divorce under this Act? 

Ans. Parties may belong to different religions when they perform marriage 
under this Act, but they will have similar ground for getting a divorce, as 
mentioned below: 

1. Respondent had voluntary sexual intercourse with any person other 
than the spouse after the marriage. 

2. Respondent has deserted the petitioner for a continuous period of 
not less than two years. 

3. Respondent being sentenced to imprisonment for seven years or 
more for any offence. 

4. Respondent has treated the petitioner with cruelty. 

5. Respondent has been incurably of unsound mind. 

6. Respondent has been suffering from venereal disease. 

7. Respondent has been suffering from incurable form of leprosy. 

8. Respondent not heard of as being alive for a period of more than 
seven years. 

9. The respondent-husband has been convicted for rape or outraging 
modesty of any female. 

10. Wife may also get divorce on the ground that there was no 
resumption of cohabitation for period of one year or more since 
passing of decree or order for maintenance. 
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³½ bl lkoZtfud lwpuk ds tkjh gksus ds rhl fnu ckn vkSj nks ekl [kRe 
gksus ls igys 'kknh gksxhA 

p½ 'kknh ls igys vkosndksa vkSj rhu xokgksa INID̂"W pAM̂ MEm gOhnA ij gLrk{kj 
fd;s tkrs gSaA 

N½ fookg dks rc rd lEiUu ugha ekuk tkrk gS tc rd fd nksuksa i{k fookg 
vf/kdkjh vkSj rhu xokgksa dh mifLFkfr esa ,d nwljs ls fuEufyf[kr ugha 
dgrs &  

  ^^eSa rqEgsa viuk@viuh oS/k ifr@iRuh ekurk@ekurh gw¡A** 

¼,slk fdlh Hkh Hkk"kk esa dgk tk ldrk gS ftls nksuksa i{k le>rs gksaA½ 

>½ bl rjg ls fookg lEiUu gks tkrk gS ftls jftLVj esa ntZ fd;k tkrk gSA 
bl fjdkWMZ ij vkosndksa vkSj xokgksa ds gLrk{kj gksrs gSa| 

PrzN  `S aI~INYM KE THT IKS aA~AR PR rykd ILYA JA ldrk gS ? 

mrj  bl vf/kfu;e ds rgr nksuksa i{k fdlh Hkh /keZ ds gks ldrs gSaA muds 
rykd ysus ds fy, ,d tSls vf/kdkj gSa tSls & 

d½ ;fn izfroknh ds fookg ds ckn vius ifr@iRuh ds vykok fdlh vkSj ds 
lkFk 'kkjhfjd lEcU/k gksaA  

[k½ ;fn izfroknh us oknh dk ifjR;kx fiNys nks lky ls yxkrkj dj j[kk gksA 

x½ ;fn izfroknh dks fdlh Hkh vijk/k ds fy, lkr lky ;k mlls vf/kd dh 
ltk lqukbZ xbZ gksA  

?k½ ;fn çfroknh us 'kknh gksus ds ckn ls oknh ds lkFk Øwjrk dk O;ogkj fd;k 
gksA 

³½ ;fn izfroknh vjksX; ikxyiu ls ihfM+r gksA 

p½ ;fn izfroknh ¼ifr@iRuh½ laØked ;kSu jksx ls ihfM+r gksA 

N½ ;fn izfroknh ¼ifr@iRuh½ dq"B jksx ls ihfM+r gks tks jksx oknh ds lEidZ ls 
izkIr u gqvk gksA 

t½ ;fn izfroknh ¼ifr@iRuh½ ds ftUnk gksus dh [kcj lkr lky ls vf/kd rd 
uk lquh gksA 

>½ ;fn fookg ds ckn ifr cykRdkj] xqnk eSFkqu ;k ikf’odrk dk vijk/ki gksA 

¥½ ;fn Hkj.k&iks"k.k ds vkns’k ds ckn ,d lky ;k mlls vf/kd rd lgokl 
uk gqvk gks rks iRuh bl vk/kkj ij Hkh rykd izkIr dj ldrh gSA 


